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 Minutes of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10:30am on Friday 21 October 2016  

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

 

Members Present:   Councillor B. Caldwell (Cathaoirleach) 

     Councillors K. Byrne, M. Coleman, I. Cussen, 

     A. Larkin, J. Neville, B. Young. 

 

    

Present: Mr P. Minnock (District Manager), Ms E. Wright (Senior 

Executive Officer), Mr M. Kenny (Senior Planner), Mr J. 

Deane (Municipal District Engineer), Ms K. Kenny (Senior 

Executive Planner), Ms A. Granville (Executive Planner), 

Mr E. Fagan (Administrative Officer), Ms A. Corbett 

(Senior Community Worker), Mr D. Keogh (Road Safety 

Officer), Mr J. Doyle (Senior Staff  Officer), Ms M. Dalton 

(Meetings Administrator), Ms A. M. Campbell (Secretary). 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Caldwell and in agreement with all the members a minutes 

silence was held for Mr Tommy Bagnall, R.I.P., formerly of Maynooth Area office, who had 

passed away recently. 

 

CL01/1610 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District held on the 16 September 2016, together with the progress report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Byrne that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District on the 16 

September 2016 be confirmed and taken as read. The progress report was noted. 
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CL02/1610 

Matters Arising 

Review location of crossing at St Patricks Park and Main Street Celbridge (CL12/1609) 

In response to Councillor Cussen's enquiry as to whether there was any progress on this Ms 

Wright said that this was under discussion and that she hoped to have the outcome before 

the next meeting. 

 

Inspection of subsidence at Donaghcomper Cemetery (CL16/1609) 

In response to Councillor Byrne's question as to whether this inspection had been carried 

out, Ms Dalton said that an update would be requested. 

 

Response to requests for increased bus services (CL20/1609) 

In response to Councillor Young and Councillor Caldwell’s questions, Ms Wright stated that 

after Mr. Quinn from Dublin Bus attended the July meeting of the municipal district, a letter 

had issued to him with the members requests.  She said that this was under consideration by 

Dublin Bus and that the council or the roads department could not put any further pressure 

on the company.  She stated that there was an agenda being formulated for a meeting on 

the 8 November with the National Transport Authority, the cathaoirleachs/mayors of the five 

municipal districts and the mayor to discuss all issues arising and how funding could be 

managed. 

 

Vacant Housing Report (Matter Arising – April 2016, May 2016, June 2016) 

Councillor Cussen noted the report and stated her concern that vacant houses were an 

attraction for anti-social activities and she said that there were 5 vacant houses in 

Loughnamona at present. 

 

It was agreed by all the members to take item no. 18 on the agenda next. 

 

CL03/1610 

To note the publication of Draft Leixlip Local Area Plan 

A copy of the Draft Leixlip Local Area Plan 2017-2023 was circulated to the members. 

Ms Kenny informed the members that environmental assessments were ongoing and 

alterations may be made to take account of the assessments. She stated  that the Draft 

Local Area Plan would be published in November and that  a copy of the final plan would be 

circulated to members.  Ms Kenny presented the strategic vision, outlined the map of the 
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area and listed the priorities of the plan. She stated that a six week public consultation would 

follow after the notice in November of the Draft LAP, then the Chief Executive would submit 

a report on submissions and observations in February 2017 for the municipal district to 

consider in March/April 2017. 

 

The members welcomed the development for the Confey area and said that it was badly 

needed.  They said that they looked forward to working with the planning department over 

the next few weeks and seeing the plan come to fruition. 

 

CL04/1610 

Update on Schedule of Municipal District Works 

Ms Wright gave an update on the schedule of municipal district works for the Celbridge-

Leixlip Municipal District.   

She stated that pedestrian lights were installed at the pedestrian crossing at Ballyoulster and 

that they were awaiting an electricity supply from the Electricity Supply Board.  She said that 

pedestrian lights were installed at Rinawade/Glen Easton Road and they were awaiting an 

electricity supply from the ESB and that a consultant was appointed to carry out a survey of 

the road from Beech Park to the R148 junction. 

She informed the members that works had started on the footpaths in Easton Road, Dara 

Court to Tesco had been completed and that works from the new bus stop and Killeenlea 

had been deferred due to the presence of invasive weeds. She said that a first treatment for 

these weeds had been applied but they might need further treatments. 

She reported that the handrail at Captains Hill had been installed, recently vandalised and a 

contractor was to return to the site to repair it. The installation of anti-skid on this section of 

the footpath should be installed in the coming weeks. 

She said that they were awaiting a start date from the contractor  for works on the fencing at 

St Raphael’s Manor.  

 

The members agreed to take an update on the Part 8 that had been listed on the September 

Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District agenda but not discussed. 

 

CL05/1610 

Part 8 - Royal Canal Greenway between Maynooth and Confey 

(Dublin/Kildare County Boundary) 

Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
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Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2013(as amended) Part VIII 

Proposal to construct circa 8.4km of a shared pedestrian and cycle greenway facility along 

the towpath and lands adjacent to the Royal Canal from the canal harbour in Maynooth town 

to the Kildare/Dublin border in the townland of Allenwood.  

 

Mr Deane stated that this item had been deferred from the September meeting of the 

municipal district.  He said that  a copy of the report had been circulated to the members last 

week.  He said that this was an item for the full council meeting next week and that if the 

members had any issues relating to it he requested that they email him by that evening so 

that he could have the answers prepared for the meeting on Monday.  He stated that the 

next step in this process would be the procurement of consultants. 

 

Resolved: The members noted the Part VIII and as it effects two municipal district areas it 

has been listed on the agenda for the full meeting of Kildare County Council scheduled for 

24 October 2016. 

 

CL06/1610 

Invalid parking bay on Captains Hill 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the invalid parking bay be moved up 2 spaces on the Captains Hill, this would make it a 

lot easier to park as there would not be any parking in front of you, when parking. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Larkin 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that while the Municipal District Engineer had no objection to this, a 

review of the bye laws would be required.  The spaces are located at the lowest part of the 

hill incline to facilitate those using the designated spaces with mobility issues.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Larkin that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL07/1610 

Right hand turn lane into Oldtown Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne 
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Given the serious traffic hold ups at peak times on the Shackleton Road, Celbridge at the 

junction with the Oldtown Road that the council approach the land owner to see if he would 

make land available to provide a right hand turn into the Oldtown Road. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Road Design section has carried out a preliminary 

examination and advised that a compulsory purchase order would be required to acquire the 

lands, and funding is not available.  

 

A discussion ensued among the members as to the problem of funding for this junction. In 

reply to Councillor Larkin’s question, Ms Wright stated that this work was not listed on the 

capital programme for 2017 as the work that had already been agreed would be prioritised.   

In reply to Councillor Cussen, Coleman and Young’s request Ms Wright said that she would 

proceed to obtain a preliminary costing of this project. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

Senior Executive officer obtain a preliminary costing for the installation of a right-hand turn 

lane into Oldtown Road from the Shackleton Road, Celbridge. 

 

CL08/1610 

Report and costing for non signalised pedestrian crossing on Shackleton Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That a report and costing for a non signalised safe crossing be provided for a pedestrian 

crossing on the Shackleton Road, at the Health Centre/Tesco’s Pedestrian Entrance. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Byrne 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that there currently is a pedestrian phase at the traffic lights at this 

location. It would not be suitable to provide an uncontrolled crossing at his location. 

Councillor Cussen stated that she was very dissatisfied with the report as she had been to 

this location with Mr Jonathan Walsh to discuss this matter and said that she had not 

received his report following this meeting.   
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Ms Wright said that she would follow-up with Mr Walsh on this and ask him for his review 

and report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Byrne that the 

Senior Executive Officer would ask Mr Walsh for a copy of the review and report of his 

meeting with Councillor Cussen at this location, to be forwarded to Councillor Cussen. 

 

CL09/1610 

Inspection and repair of footpath in Dara Court 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman 

That repairs on the inspection of the footpath in Dara Court (details provided) be carried out 

for the safety of residents and visitors. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Byrne 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this section of footpath would be inspected and repairs would be 

added to the overseer’s task list. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Byrne that this 

section of footpath be inspected and repairs be added to the overseer’s task list. 

 

CL10/1610 

Tarring of path behind Easton Park 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the path behind Easton Park leading to the train station car-park at Lougnamona be 

tarred or at least the stones ground down as soon as possible. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Larkin 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the footpath at 

the green space in Lough na Mona was originally crushed stone. Children were throwing the 

small stones at the houses in Easton, bordering the green space. Earlier this year, the Parks 

Department surfaced the footpath with quarry dust, which should have solved this problem. 
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Councillor Neville stated that this problem was still an issue when he was there last week 

and that he would check at the weekend to see if it was still causing a problem. 

Councillor Young stated that in his opinion the path should not be tarred as it was quite steep 

and that there could be a safety issue with people falling. He asked it there were any plans 

for a footbridge that might be a solution. 

 

A discussion ensued among the members as to whether this pathway was an official right of 

way and whether the council should be maintaining it. 

 

Ms Dalton stated that she would refer this back to the municipal district engineer and the 

parks superintendent for a report for next month’s meeting, 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Larkin that the 

municipal district engineer and the parks superintendent give a report for the November 

meeting, on the path behind Easton Park leading to the train station car-park at 

Loughnamona as to whether this pathway is an official right of way and whether this council 

should maintain it. 

 

CL11/1610 

Review of area in front of Loughnamona for vehicle safety 

It was agreed by the members to take item number 8 and 16 on the agenda together as both 

of these items relate to the same matter. 

Item 8 – Motion – Councillor Neville 

That council review the area at the front of Loughnamona for vehicle safety and if required 

put in traffic calming measures. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Young 

 

Item 16 – Question – Councillor Young 

Can the Area Engineer report on the possibility of installing ramps in Loughnamona Estate, 

Leixlip, to control increasingly anti-social driving? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office had received a number of calls 
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requesting ramps in this estate. There is no funding available in 2016, consideration can be 

given to use Local Property Tax Funding in 2017. 

 

Councillor Neville stated that there was a huge road safety issue there and that at a cost of 

€3,000 a ramp it should be possible to provide funding for project. Councillor Young said that 

this should be prioritised and asked if money could be relocated to fund this project as it was 

very important to reduce speed at this location. Councillor Larkin said that he agreed that 

measures should be taken but that he did not agree that using ramps was the best solution 

as it could cause knock on issues with other estates and that other measures could be taken 

to make traffic slow down. 

 

Ms Wright advised the members that a suggestion was made from one of the other 

municipal districts that the Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) for Transportation consider a 

policy for ramps. This issue is listed on the agenda for the next SPC meeting on 3 November 

for the SPC to consider as part of its works programme. 

 

Councillor Cussen agreed that this issue should be prioritised and progressed. Councillor 

Young stated that the concern of the residents associations was the anti-social speeding and 

he was not sure that they were opposed to having ramps installed. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Young that the 

report be noted and the policy awaited. 

 

CL12/1610 

Free parking before Christmas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

Can we allow free parking this year for 2 weeks before Christmas, but change it to half day 

free parking only? 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that Kildare County Council’s County Parking Policy had a stated 

objective to provide support to the retail trade at all times. An important element of this 

support is provided during the Christmas season when free parking is facilitated in public car 

parks on public roads where feasible. The recommended period of such 

suspension/amendment to the regulation of parking throughout County Kildare is between 18 

December and  2 January  (or next enforcement day).  The County Parking Policy 
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acknowledges that varying social, economic and historical factors exist in the different towns, 

and these factors must be taken into consideration by the Municipal District members when 

suspending parking byelaws/free parking arrangements during the festive period.  

Half day free parking may cause confusion to motorists. The Roads Section would 

recommend that the members would consider consultation with Maynooth Municipal District 

regarding Christmas parking arrangement for Maynooth considering the close proximity of 

the three towns. The Roads Section would also advise that in order to avoid confusing 

motorists that total enforcement would be suspended rather than just "free parking".  The 

Roads Section requests that the members provide them with the commencement date and 

finish date of free parking and confirm if the request is only for "free parking" or total removal 

of enforcement (including illegal parking) for the period.  

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that in his opinion the free parking was being abused by business 

and people parking and travelling in to town.  He said that a half-day free parking would help 

to hinder this abuse.   

 

Councillor Cussen stated that this should be submitted as a motion in next month's meeting. 

 

Mr Doyle stated that he would not recommend this as it would cause confusion for people 

and the recommendation was what was stated in the report. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

CL13/1610 

Inspection of footpaths in Dara Crescent 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Can the council examine the footpaths in Dara Crescent, Celbridge between houses (details 

provided) on opposite side of the road where roots have raised sections of the path and 

given rise to dangerous lips with a view to remedial action? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this section of footpath will be inspected and repairs will be 

added to the overseer’s task list. 

The report was noted. 
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CL14/1610 

Update of information board at Arthur Guinness Square 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

Can the council explain why the old information board at the Arthur Guinness Square, Leixlip 

has not been updated yet and to agree a timeframe for this.   There is a new North East 

Heritage Map installed beside the old, extremely out of date “Welcome to Leixlip” information 

board which still has the contact details of Leixlip Town Council for example? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office can assist with removal/changing 

sign but cannot update information. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that she had been informed that Leixlip Town Council had funded 

the updating of this sign but that she would refer it to the Tidy Towns Committee to replace 

the insert. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL15/1610 

Update on school wardens in Celbridge-Leixlip District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

Can the members of Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District be given an update on the school 

wardens in Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District in respect of the use of cameras and any 

other new procedures? 

 

Mr Keogh informed the members that at a national meeting of the Local Authority Road 

Safety Officers it was discussed that there was an increase in reports of concerns being 

raised by school wardens about aggression towards them, having to avoid drive-through 

while they are on the crossing, and other ill related driving behaviour which is putting the 

lives of school wardens and others at risk. He said that it was decided that a pilot scheme 

would be operated in counties Kildare and Mayo, whereby a camera would be fixed on the 

school wardens stop sign to capture any incidents which occur. The Road Safety Officer 

(RSO) holds and maintains the camera for data protection purposes.  The School Warden 

will activate the camera.  The scheme will be reviewed after a four month term. 
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In response to Councillor Cussen’s statement that parents had been asking her about these 

cameras and she was not informed about them, Mr Keogh said that School Wardens, 

schools and local and national media were informed on the proposed pilot scheme and RTE 

Radio One recorded an interview with three school wardens and the RSO on the feature for 

a piece on Morning Ireland which was broadcast during Road Safety Week. He said that the 

council’s Health and Safety Officer was also informed of the scheme. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL16/1610 

Taking in charge of street lighting outside the Ryevale Tavern 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin 

Can the council take in charge the street lighting outside Ryevale Tavern? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Public Lighting Section has examined this issue and advises 

that the street lighting is on private property. If the owner/developer wishes to have the 

lighting taken in charge, a transfer of lands to Kildare County Council would be required. 

 

Councillor Larkin stated that he was not happy with the report and that this was a matter of 

safety as the street was very dark when the lights cut out.  He said that he would speak to Mr 

Linnane and in his opinion the right thing to do would be to have the lighting taken in charge. 

Ms Wright stated that the matter of the ownership of the property will have to be addressed. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL17/1610 

Update on proposed pedestrian crossing on the Shinkeen Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman 

Can the members have an update on the proposed pedestrian crossing on the Shinkeen 

Road at the Hazelhatch Road? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that there is currently no funding available. This scheme may be 

considered by the members for 2017 LPT Funding. 

The report was noted. 
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CL18/1610 

Feasibility of removing overhead wires in Leixlip Town Centre and environs 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

Can this council undertake to assess the feasibility of removing overhead wires throughout 

Leixlip Town Centre and its environs? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this issue is not being examined by the Road Section at this 

time.  It would require a feasibility study and considerable costs would be incurred to 

underground wires. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL19/1610 

Update on the Integrated Services Programme 

Ms H Griffin, Co-Ordinator of the Integrated Services Programme (ISP) gave an update to 

the members on the Integrated Services Programme Celbridge. She gave a report on the 

vital support of the LPT allocation to help two summer programmes, the Celbridge Youth 

Café and the Garda Youth Diversion Project. She said that Celbridge was the first town in 

the drugs task force region to roll out the National Community Action on Alcohol Programme.  

She reported on the success of the MOJO Programme and how the LPT allocation ensures 

that the group is supported and continues to flourish.  She stated that an Age Friendly open 

day will take place in Leixlip in the coming weeks and notice will be circulated to all the 

members. 

She said that volunteers are being recruited and vetted currently for the Care and Repair 

Programme and that it was expected to be launched in the coming months. 

She stated that with support from the library service and the ISP the Revisiting Old Habits 

Group has begun in Celbridge library targeting older persons in the area that maybe 

disconnected from the library and the community, 

Ms Griffin informed the members that posters will be emailed to members of the FAI night 

league which will be run in November, targeting young people at risk.  She said that over 

2,000 people had attended events hosed by Tourism and Heritage Forum for Heritage week. 

She gave an update on Kildare Failte Strategy the Tourism Website and North Kildare’s 

Heritage map.  She stated that the members had requested that ISP develop a community 

information leaflet and this would be delivered to 15,000 homes in Celbridge, Leixlip and 
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Ardclough.  She said that copies were also available in Libriaries and Public Buildings.  She 

said that the LPT allocation to the ISP had funded this initiative. 

 

Councillor Caldwell thanked Ms Griffin for her update on the Integrated Services 

Programme. 

 

Mr Minnock thanked Ms Griffin and said that it was a credit to her of what had been achieved 

with support from the community and with a modest amount of money from LPT funding. He 

said that it was testament  to the success of the MOJO programme that it is over subscribed 

and that it was hoped that it could be replicated in all five areas.  

 

Councillor Coleman stated that it had been his privilege to attend the MOJO awards and to 

see what this programme had done for the people who took part in it. 

Councillor Young stated that it was good use of LPT money and raised the issue of high 

rental costs of using the premises at the Mill. 

 

Ms Griffin informed the members that the ISP will engage with the Men's Shed on any issues 

relating to the premises, 

 

Councillor Cussen thanked Ms Griffin for her update and said that Celbridge had been very 

lucky to get the ISP and she would like to see it come to Leixlip. 

Mr Minnock stated that the MOJO programme did cover Celbridge and Leixlip and that this 

programme was a great benefit to the community.  He said that he would like to see it 

expand across the entire area and link with Age Friendly, Joint Policing Committee, Sports 

Partnership etc with the aim to get people to work together within the community. 

 

CL20/1610 

Provision of a playground in the Confey area 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council provide a playground in the Confey area, this could be funded by the Local 

Property Tax. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Neville 
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A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the provision 

of a playground in the Confey area is subject to a suitable site being available, sufficient 

funding and then to be included in the playground programme for 2017/2018. 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that he would like the council to pursue the provision of a 

playground in the Confey area as it was badly needed. Councillor Cussen suggested that 

this could be discussed under capital funding. 

 

Mr Minnock stated that finding a location for a playground was the difficulty and that it could 

be considered within the LAP but meanwhile discussions could be had with landowners or 

institutes that may be able to provide a location. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Neville that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL21/1610 

Update on Primary Care Centre, Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That the council update members of Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District on the Primary Care 

Centre Celbridge, which is nearing completion, to include the services and staffing 

compliment that the public will be able to avail of and the hours of opening for example (is it 

24/hr mini hospital?). 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

The members were informed that this is not a matter for the council.  

 

Councillor Cussen stated that she was disappointed that there was no information available 

for this centre. She said that she had been asked about the facilities and she wanted to know 

whether it would have the same features as the Vista for example. 

Mr Minnock said that he was aware that there was a plan for twelve to fourteen in the 

country all with variable facilities.  He said that he would formally request the information on 

behalf of the council. 
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Councillor Larkin stated that he was a member of the regional forum and he would ask that a 

presentation be facilitated for the members. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

District Manager request information on the Primary Care Centre, Celbridge and that 

Councillor Larkin request a presentation on this centre for the members at the regional 

forum. 

 

CL22/1610 

Division of Backlots 

It was agreed by the members to take items 21, 22 and 24 on the agenda together as these 

items relate to the same matter. 

 

Item 21 – Motion – Councillor Young 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Young 

That the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District resolves to call upon the officers of the council to 

promptly proceed with the division of backlots 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 in the manner agreed by 

the residents and confirmed by the declarations and signed maps they submitted to the 

council at that time, including:  

to declare whether any updating or confirmation of the existing agreement amongst the 

residents is required with regard to these backlots and specify the procedures for any such 

updating;  

to prepare Garden Licenses to be provided by the council to the occupants of the houses 

involved in the division of these backlots;  

to provide the residents with the specifications for any related fences or walls, as required to 

accord with any related planning requirements; 

to indicate a timeline for the completion of these procedures. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Larkin 

 

Item 22 – Motion – Councillor Larkin 

That the council identify a liaison process to progress the implementation of the changes at 

the Castletown Backlots as outlined in communications by the Senior Executive Officer of 

Roads and Transport, 15 April 2013. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Young 

 

Item 24 – Motion – Councillor Coleman 

That the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District resolves to call upon the officers of the council to 

promptly proceed with the division of backlots 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 in the manner agreed by 

the residents and confirmed by the declarations and signed maps they submitted to the 

council at that time, including: 

to declare whether any updating or confirmation of the existing agreement amongst the 

residents is required and specify the procedures for any such updating; 

to prepare Garden Licenses to be provided by the council to the occupants of the houses 

involved in the division of the backlots; 

and to provide the residents with the specifications for any related fences or walls, as 

required to accord with any related Planning requirements. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Larkin 

 

Councillor Young stated that there had been a series of meetings in 2010 with the residents 

and that it had been agreed to proceed with the division of back-lots with signed declarations 

and maps which were submitted to the council. He said that there had been no discussion 

with the residents until a letter was received from the council dated 13 April 2013 stating that 

a statutory process would need to be completed to extinguish the right-of-way.  He said that 

this had not been previously discussed with the residents and that there was no right of way 

marked on the maps and he would like the council to proceed with what was agreed in 2010. 

 

Mr Minnock stated that significant resources had been expended from 2010 to 2012 on this 

issue.  He said that there were a number of different aspects to this issue, not just one.  He 

said that it was a planning issue as there was a public right of way involved. He said that 

there was no certainty about a common agreement as there was a number of different views. 

 

 

Councillor Larkin said that the council needed to assign resources to this as this is an issue 

that needed to be sorted as it was not going to go away. Councillor Coleman stated that 

there are 13 back-lots and that they are all different.  He suggested going back to the 

residents for agreement and maybe take one at a time. 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 17 of 20 

Councillor Young said that they all signed in 2010 and all the residents had agreed and had 

been very clear and that this needed to proceed now, that the members could not go back to 

the residents again.   

 

Mr Minnock stated that the first step was the right of way.  He said that this was a public 

open space retained by the developer and that he didn’t know if it had been transferred to 

the council.  He said to try to annexe a public open space into private ownership would 

cause problems.  He said that it would take a senior officer with competence to deal with this 

issue and that there was no officer available to assign to this project.  He said that it was not 

a simple process as there were planning requirements and applications that would need to 

be dealt with.  He said that this would involve several departments: Planning, Community, 

Roads  and Legal Services .He said that 30 to 40 people attended the meeting and they 

were not all speaking with one voice and that was the same when the letter issued. 

 

Councillor Caldwell said that all the residents would have to be in agreement to proceed. 

 

Mr Minnock stated that the residents needed to consolidate their position with a majority.  

The members needed to get written agreement from the residents,  but that he didn’t want to 

create an expectation as the council does not have the resources required to handle this 

process. 

 

Councillor Neville suggested that the residents form a group and get a majority decision to 

proceed and that maybe the resources would be there to progress this issue in the coming 

years. 

 

Councillor Young made the point that during the meetings in 2010, organised along the lines 

specified by Kildare County Council and attended to monitor voting by an officer of Kildare 

County Council, no issue or objection to partitioning of the backlots on grounds of a 

supposed right of way was raised, either by residents or Kildare County Council. 

Councillor Young said that in the context of nobody raising right of way and no identification 

of right of way on maps in 2010, it is inappropriate to now raise this as a reason not to 

proceed with partition of the backlots as agree by residents in 2010. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Larkin that the  

report be noted. 
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The members agreed to take item number 26 on the agenda as Councillor Neville had to 

leave the meeting. 

CL23/1610 

Redevelopment of riverside in Leixlip Town Centre 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

Can this council invite Waterways Ireland or other relevant bodies to a meeting so we can 

begin a joint project to redevelop the riverside in Leixlip Town Centre where the Liffey and 

Rye meet right down to the Salmon Leap bridge. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that 

this should be considered in the context of the Local Area Plan for Leixlip and if the members 

are in agreement that a meeting is warranted, an invitation will be issued. 

 

A discussion ensued among the members and it was agreed by the members that a letter 

should issue inviting Waterways Ireland to a meeting. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL24/1610 

Cutting back of overgrowth from Young's Cross to the bridge 

It was agreed by the members to take items number 23 and 25 on the agenda together as 

these items relate to the same matter. 

Item 23 – Motion – Councillor Larkin 

That the overgrowth on Leixlip approach from Young's Cross to the bridge be cut back off 

the path. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

Item 25 – Question – Councillor Caldwell 

Can our parks department cut back trees on the Celbridge Road from the entrance to 

Wonderful Barn to the M4 bridge? 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the Parks 

Department will discuss this with the area engineer and a report will be available for the 

November meeting. 
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Councillor Larkin stated that he had contacted the Parks Department in relation to this and 

he was still waiting on a response. Councillor Caldwell said that this area was very dark 

because of the trees and that they needed to be cut right back from the road. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that this 

work will be discussed with the Parks Department and the Municipal District Engineer and a 

report to be available for the November meeting.. 

 

CL25/1610 

Removal of dumped material from the Oldtown Road, Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne 

That action be taken to remove the dumped material from the Oldtown Road, Celbridge from 

the Glenashling Nursing Home to the Taghadoe Crossroads and it be examined to try to 

identify the culprits. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that this 

location will be forwarded to the Environmental clean- up crew to examine.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

 
CL26/1610 

Repair of wall at Donacomper Cemetery 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman 

Can work be carried out to complete the repair of the wall at Donacomper Cemetery and to 

have the gate at the Celbridge end made in a safe condition so as it can open and close 

without hindrance? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that works 

on the wall will be progressed on receipt of quotations. The issue regarding the gate has 

been referred for further assessment. 

The report was noted. 
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CL27/1610 

Removal of trees in the river Liffey at Newtown, Celbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Can the council contact the Office of Public Works with a view to having the trees removed 

that have fallen into the river Liffey at Newtown Celbridge as they are hindering the flow of 

the river and will cause flooding during heavy rain falls. 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that if the 

members are in agreement a letter will issue to the Office of Public Works. 

 

The member agreed that a letter issue to the Office of Public Works on this matter. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL28/1610 

Breakdown of spends to date on Capital Funding  

It was agreed by the members to defer this item until the November meeting.  

 

 

The meeting concluded. 


